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ENTERTAINMENT

Paintings of Newfoundland memories
are social history as seen by a child
I  l ives in
\ - - , / H a m i l t o n
but his rnind is in
N e w f o u n d l a n d ,

his childhood.
The 4Gyear-old

ports for res€ttl€-

Smallwood's plan
to-turn the province's economy
ftom one based on fishing to
one bas€d on famiru;

His paintings are social histc
ry from the perspective of a
child, done in a sryle that is de'
ceptively naive and slylize4 with
a shiny sparkle on the paintings'
surfaces that he aclxeves
th$ubh glazing. T'Irc efiect of
thig sparkle is to make wu
thii* of the lift tbat comes ftom
doUaf da's at Zellers, a briEhten-
er ihat takes the €dge otr drab-
ness,

\n a poitait of a slocb moth-
er €nd an adult-looking chil4 .
tho mother.wea$ red nail pol-
isl! an incongruous conFast to
her peasant-like strengtll F\llq/s
llshermen have s Smilar rmvar-
nished shenetl They stare at
the viewer, their expressions mel_-
ancholic .and questioning at'out
their solitary loL

Furcy stnkes one emotional
note consistently - the sense of
apprehension that comes ffom
displac€ment. Although there
are sev€ral large slorltelling
paintings in this show - mosuY
r€petitions of the boat P€ople
theme - the most interesting
works were those $at had no di
re4 refercnce to the N€wfound'

His painled baereliefs are
dote with wood and found lnate
rials- Still life, landscapes and Pi_
cassllik€ portraits conv€y a
sensa of melancholy and exuber_
ance without the storltelling sim-
ply through the way he shapes

CONRAD FUREY: His style is deceptively naive and
shdized, with a shiny sparkle on lhe paintings' surtaces

Furey bas sho\rn several
dmes h the Otlawa area. This
exhibitlon shows him to be mov
ing away from lhe exaggrrated
desture that was so endent ln
iis earlier works, where peopl€'s
heads were almost at agiht an
gles to their bodies.

Furey is discovenng that
things themselves tell slories,
that narrative doesn t alwaYs
need a story lirc. The exhibition
continues at Roberbon Galleries,
t@ t urier Ave. W.. until MaY
m

-dnand MahaGJ, Citiz€.


